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If you have any interesting information for us to add to our newsletter, please write to Michelle Wallen (wallenm@manateeschools.net). 

8th Grade 7th Grade 6th Grade 

January 

Check out the Sugg Homepage: https://www.manateeschools.net/sugg and FaceBook Page: https://www.facebook.com/wdsuggmiddleschool  

Please congratulate Samaria 
(7th) and Esmeralda (8th) on 
having their artwork chosen for 
the Superintendent's Art 
Gallery. Artwork goes through 
a very rigorous selection 
process to be chosen for this 

Black History Night was held on February 27th. There was great artwork, great food, and Mrs. McDonald,  

Dr. Jefferson and other staff and guests danced. Everyone had a wonderful time and were well fed. 

Agriculture Class News 

Urban Agriculture at Sugg Middle is 

thriving! Students experience “Farm to 

Fork” first hand. The seeds they started 

in Fall and have taken care of are now 

bringing tasty results: fresh potatoes 

and tomatoes, cilantro, radish, carrots, 

peppers, amazing collard greens and 

hydroponic strawberries. We are 

learning that with patience and 

consistent care, food tastes BETTER 

when you grow it yourself. 

Please wish FFA members good luck 

as they compete in 2 events mid-

March: Floriculture and Vegetable 

identification. The events stimulate an 

interest in the plant science industries 

which are million dollar industries in 

Florida. 

AVID Trip to SCF 
Our 6th grade students received a 
tour of the campus, including the 
nursing simulation lab. They also got 
to participate in a game where they 
made choices about where to live 
and what car to drive based on their 
income.   

Sugg Times 



Teacher Features  

Volleyball/Flag Football 
 

3/10 – Lee at Sugg 

3/24 – Sugg at King 

3/26 – Sugg at Buffalo Creek 

4/2 – Sugg at Haile 

4/6 – Mona Jean at Sugg 

4/14 – Johnson at Sugg 

Nightbooks by A.J. White 
is about a boy named 
Alex who loves scary 
things. He also has 
dreams and writes stories 
about them. One night he 
knocks on a woman’s 
door. This women turn 
out to be a witch who 
takes him captive. 

Submitted by Daniel Gilcrest 

 

Tiger Lily by Jodi Lynn 
Anderson is about a girl 
named Tiger Lily and she 
meets Peter Pan. Tiger 
Lily is not like the others. 
Peter Pan meets her 
before he meets Wendy. 
Tiger Lily doesn't believe 
in love until she meets 

Peter Pan, And she falls under his spell. 

 

Submitted by Ryleigh 
Beller 

 

Obsessed by Allison Britz 
is about a girl named 
Allison Britz. She is 
diagnosed with obsessive-
compulsive disorder after a 
nightmare that involved 
her having cancer. After 

that dream she had many outbreaks that 
were questioned by her parents. After 
avoiding little things such as hair dryers, 
calculators, and cell phones, she was 
finally diagnosed with OCD. 

 

Submitted by Brianna Cabrera 

 

Avid News 
We are entering the final stretch of the year! 
Enjoy your spring break in March and use the 
opportunity to read for enjoyment. If you want 
to attend college in another state, check out a 
book about that state and learn about what you 
can see and do there. Check out a book from 
the library that you have been wanting to read 
but have not had time for. Mrs. Craig can 
assist you in making a great selection. 
EVERYBODY should read every day for at 
least 30 minutes. Reading before bed can relax 
you and help you get to sleep. 

You can also use the time to improve your 
math skills. Visit the following website and 
find your math class (Geometry, Algebra, Pre-
Algebra, 7th grade math or 6th grade math). 
Then find the area where you need practice. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/math 

We will be taking the FSA tests and EOCs 
(End of Course Exams) in April and May. 
These tests are your opportunity to 
demonstrate what you have learned during the 
year. You don’t need to worry, but you need 
to focus and do your best. Spring Break is a 
great time to think about your goals and 
dreams for the future and to start working on 
smaller goals or steps to achieve your long-
term goals. Your School Counselors are 
available to assist you if you need some ideas 
on goal setting and how to measure your 
progress along the way. 

Mr. Paynter 
 

What is your favorite 

subject? 

History 

 

What middle school did you 

go to? 

I went to Harley Middle School. 

 

What is your favorite thing about teaching 

science here at Sugg? 

I like to have fun here with the kids and for the 

kids to have fun here. 

 

What made you choose to do VR? 

A friend had one and I tried it out and saw a 

lot educational games for the students and 

that this could be an experience that the 

students might never have. 

 

Where are you from? 

I grew up in Florida. 

 

Do you have any kids? 

No kids but I have two fur babies. 

 

How long have you been a teacher? 

I was sub for five years, but I have been a full 

time teachers for ten years. 

 

What is your favorite food? 

Biscuits and gravy. 

 

Submitted by Steven Leccima 

Spring Break starts March 16th. 

You can go on some vacations and 

visit family members. Also some 

information about spring break is 

that you can take some breaks 

from your school and your work 

and have some fun while doing it. 

Submitted by Luis Rafael-Hernandez 

The Process of finishing the Yearbook is 
phenomenal! The Yearbook staff 

members are doing interviews with the 
teachers, collecting photos, using the best 
formats to set our pages up, and more. 
We are trying our hardest to finish the 

Yearbook before Spring Break, while 
making sure that the Yearbook is at its 
best. 

If you haven’t ordered yours online, you 
can still purchase one until March 13th by 

turning in the form to the office, or buy 
one when they arrive at Sugg. The cost is 
$20. 

Submitted by Jose Gonzalez-Aponte 

Mrs. Post 

I have two sons. I love 

teaching here. I enjoy 

coming to work every day 

and seeing the students 

and all my co-workers. I 

really enjoy teaching 

Reading and I am glad 

that I am able to do that every day. I hope to 

teach Reading here for a long time. I am 

originally from New York, not New York City 

though. I am from a small town in NY between 

Albany and Saratoga. But, before I moved to 

Florida, I had lived in Rutland, Vermont for 12 

years. 

Submitted by Eliana Arias 

Saint Patrick day takes place on March 

17th, this is day is about one of Ireland’s 

patron saints. Many people celebrate this 

holiday such as people of Irish descent and 

many other countries. People wear green 

on this day that is because they thought 

green made one invisible to leprechaun 

fairy creatures who would pinch anybody 

they see that are not wearing green. 

Submitted by Andrea Celis-Cruz 

Saint Patrick's Day is celebrated on March 

17th. It is the traditional death date of 

Saint Patrick. He is the patron saint of 

Ireland. In the 15th century Saint Patrick 

escaped from slavery. He went to Ireland 

and is credited with bringing Christianity 

to the Irish people. Now St. Patrick’s Day 

is celebrated in many places around the 

world. 

Submitted by Natalie Formosa Mrs. Zion 
 

Q1: How long have 
you worked at 
Sugg? 

A1: "I've been at 
Sugg for three years 
but have been 

teaching for 25!" 

Q2: What do you teach? 

A2: "I teach 6th grade math and one 
class of geometry." 

Q3: Where are you from? 

A3: "I am from Harrison, NY... a suburb 
of NYC." 

Q4: How long have you lived in 
Bradenton? 

A4: "I have lived in sunny Bradenton for 
15 years." 

Q5: Do you have kids and if so, how 
many? 

A5: "I have two children. My daughter is 
19 and a sophomore at Tulane 
University. 

My son is 17, a senior at Lakewood 
Ranch High School, heading to the 
University of Vermont next year." 

Q6: Where did you go to college? 

A6: "I got a B.S. in social work from the 
University of Vermont and a Masters in 
Education from St. Michael's College". 

Submitted by Madison Koch 

Dr.Seuss's Birthday is on March 

2nd. He is well known for the 

books that he has made. He has 

made books like, The Cat in the 

Hat, Green Eggs and Ham, and 

more. He as made a lot of movies 

over the time. Did you know that it 

took him over a year to write Cat in 

The Hat, he only uses 236 

different words. Kids love to read 

his books. He pass away in 

September 24, 1991 and we 

celebrate his birthday. 

Submitted by Jacob Meyer 
Hoops for Hearts 

Hoops for Hearts will be held on 

March 12th during 6th and 7th 

periods.  See Ms. Ierichi for more 

information. 

The 6th and 7th grade dance 

will be on March 6th.  The cost 

is $2 and 3 Cyclone Bucks or 

$5,  Buy tickets in the cafeteria. 

AVID has been busy for this month. In 7th 
grade we are reading the book Pax by Sara 
Pennypacker. It is an emotional story about 
a boy and his pet fox. We researched energy 
drinks and had a Philosophical Chair Debate 
about Are Energy Drinks Good or Bad for 
you? In 6th grade AVID we are continuing to 
read about the 7 Habits of Highly Effective 
Teens by Covey. We just worked on a group 
mission statement, classroom mission 
statements and now are working on our 
personal mission statements. This is not 
easy work for the students’ but it is going to 
be so rewarding for us all. Now that we are 
in a groove, BINDER checks are returning to 
keep our the AVID students organized. 
Upcoming, for 6th grade will be a Book 
Tasting and more information will be 
forthcoming. Both 6th and 7th grade AVID 
are going to help test pilot an app called 
Literal. It brings classics and novels to the 
students and is in a texting app format. I am 
looking forward to piloting it and seeing how 
well the students will do. That’s it for AVID 
this month.  

On February 26th, staff members wore red to 

support public school education.  

Nine out of 10 students in America attend public 

schools. Public Schools Week is a national 

celebration to highlight the great things happening 

in our nation’s public schools as well as bring 

attention to the critical issues facing our schools, 

students and educators. This initiative shows the 

strength and potential of public schools in a 

democratic society.  


